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PRIMARY (2-6) CURRICULUM

TEACH ME TO DO IT MYSELF

THE PRIMARY -AGED CHILD

A basic element of the Montessori approach is the simple observation that
children learn most effectively through direct experience and the process of
investigation and discovery. In her studies of child development, Dr. Montessori
noted that most children do not learn by memorizing what they hear from their
teachers or read in a text; instead, they learn from concrete experience and direct
interaction with the environment. Children need to manipulate and explore
everything that catches their interest.

The goals of the Primary level are to foster independence and support the childas
she gains selfcontrol and interact s with her surrounding environment.

THE PREPARED ENVIRONMENT

The Primary classroom is a "living room" for children. Montessori materials are
displayed on low, open shelves that are easily accessible to even the youngest
ones. They are arranged to providemaximum eye-appeal as well as facilitate the
chil dés natur al devel opment

The Montessori morning work period includes lessons and self-initiated work
chosen from the self-correcting materials. Children choose to eat snack when
they feel hungry and can spend time in the outdoor workspace as well.

THE M ONTESSORI M ATERIALS : A RoOAD FROM THE CONCRETE TO THE
ABSTRACT

The manipulative, concrete materials in the classroom enable each child to work
at tasksthat are developmentally appropriate. Under close guidance, each child is
able to select his own work according to his interest and sensitivity. Each material
isolates one concept or skilland has been specially designedo naturally draw the
c hi | doé s Thiseraldes ehddten to choose and work with all the materials
with little or no nudging from adults. Working with the materials, children learn

at their own pace and see abstract ideas in aconcrete, three-dimensional way.

PRACTICAL LIFE

Practical Lif e lays the foundation for all other work to be done in the classroom.
Everyday taskssuch as washing dishes, sweepingr polishing, satisfy the child's
need to imitate adult behavior and achieve increasing levels of independence.
They serve to lengthen atention span and aid in the development of fine motor
coordination. These active exercises help to develop responsibility, thought
sequencing and good work habits, while providing many opportunities for
language development and writing. As time goes by, practical life exercises evolve
from care of self into care of others and care of the environment.

Pagpl
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SENSORIAL

Dr. Montessori saw the senses as feeding the mind," the starting point for
intellectual growth. By manipulating Sensorial materials such as the Pnk Tower
or the Geometry Cabinet, the child employs careful observation of scientifically
based materials. The mind must judge, compare, classify and draw conclusions
through which the student gains a clear, deep understanding of sequences,
groups and sets The exercises prepare the child for fuure learning in math,
languageand science.

LANGUAGE ARTS

The language arts curriculum is based on enriching spoken language and
vocabulary through careful adult modeling. Montessori uses an integrated
approach that combines phonetics and whole language. The child is first
introduced to sounds and letters. As the child differentiates and recognizes
sounds, he begins the process of word building (writing) and then blending
sounds into meaningful reading. The child t hen progressesinto studying
grammar. Language Arts also includes an introduction to drama and daily doses
of fine childrenb6s | iterature.

M ATHEMATICS

Math begins with clear, sensorial impressions derived from manipulation of
objects. Each child benefitsfrom this concrete introduction to concepts of
number, symbol, sequence, operationsand memorization of basic facts. More
complex materials convey abstract concepts such as decimal system identity,
commutative and associative properties, and squaring and aibing numbers.

SCIENCE AND SOCIAL STUDIES

The science curriculumbés focus is on | earnin
observes, experiments, demonstrates and records whatshe has learned. She

learns to classify, label and differentiate. Science is a lands-on activity that

includes biology, earth, and physical science.

While the social studies curriculum focuses in part on the local region, students
also learn about the language, literature, art, food and music of different cultures,
both past and present, around the world. Students learn about physical and
political geography, people and flags of distant countries, and the cultural
similarities that unite all people.

ART AND MusIC

Art and music study encourages the child to find the great joy present in creating
something of his or her own. The children are free to explore their imaginations
in a variety of media for expression. The importance of the process is stressed at
this time, not the end product.
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ELEMENTARY (6-12) CURRICULUM

A SENSE OF PURPOSE

THE ELEMENTARY -AGED CHILD

Elementary-aged children seek to explore the universe through the use of
imagination and reason. They wonder at the nearly unimaginably big and the
extremely ancient. Their curiosity is directed not just at the basic facts, but at the
"why" and "how." They are ready to increasetheir concentration and attention,
enhance their organizational skills and increase their self-direction. They seek
challenging work and take pride in mastering it. They become more interested in
social interaction and bonding with peers. They enjoy broadening and deepening
their understanding through group work. Using their imaginations, they begin to
perceive the complexity of the universe. They become moreconcerned with
fairness and justice.

Cosmic EDUCATION LocALIZED : A PLACE -BASED M ONTESSORI ELEMENTARY
CURRICULUM

The Elementary curriculum is organized around questions that fire the
imagination: Who am 1? Where did | come from ? Why is life this way?

Cosmic Education (meaning comprehensive, holistic and purposeful) focuses the
community on both the wonders of the natural world and the accomplishments of
humanity. This enables students to develop a sense of their own placen the
universe, their individual responsibility and their potential to enhance the natural
and cultural environments in which they live.

Through an emphasis on engagement with place, students have the opportunity

to consider how the universal is reflected in the local. Frequent field trips enable

students to expl ore hhexwosédanrocahsireambpassmd ogi ¢ pas
how the age of hunting and gathering cultures was expressed in peoples who once

lived in present-day Georgia. Students also have thepportunity to explore

aspects of local culture through participating in Chattahoochee Hill Country

community celebrations and helping harvest crops on a nearby organic farm.

Students6é studies of nature and pestypl e empha
that abounds in the world and how that diversity is expressedlocally. Cosmic

Education emphasizes the connections between all content areasln the study of

history and culture, we seekto delve beyond superficial racial and cultural

differences to show how all human beings are driven by the same set of

Fundamental Needs.

Rather than following the traditional method of presenting facts as belonging to
individual subjects, Montessori "presents the universe to the child" in the form of
epic stories. Through the telling of Great Stories, Montessori education takes the
children from the whole to the parts and back to the whole again. In this way,
each academic area emerges naturally from the whole narrative and continually
refers back to it.
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LANGUAGE ARTS

The | anguage arts curriculum is designed to
reading, comprehension, writing and speaking. Language lessons are connected

with history, literature, science, math and geography. Writing develops in

connection with exploration, researchand experimentation . Creative writing

allows children to acquire a valuable tool for self-expression. Reading becomesa

tool to expand their world and satisfy their curiosity. Routines are set in place for

read-al oud, Writer 06s Workdhapdangpaguiet-reRdeng ttne.r 6 s

M ATHEMATICS

A sequence of lessons brings the child naturally to the point of understanding
abstract mathematical operations. Working with Montessori math materials,
children can concretely experience concepts traditionally taught much later,
including fractions, squar ed and cubed numbers, multiples and factors. Well-
crafted geometric solids and shapes enable children to discover area and volume
formulas on their own. Binomial and trinomial cubes provide a hands -on way to
explore complicated algebraic concepts. As with all subjects, close attention is
paid to state standards, so that children can be confident that their abilities will
easily transfer to a variety of settings.

THE SCIENCES AND SOCIAL STUDIES

Science and hstory are presented hand in hand. One is taught in order to
encourage logical thinking and exploration of the environment, the other to
provide perspective. The elementary curriculum helps convey humanity as a work
in progress. Just as we have evolved phgically, our ideas have evolved alongside
us and continue to do so. This perspective encourages children to develop both an
appreciation for those who came before us and a sense of responsibility for those
who will follow.

The science curriculum is primar ily place-based, emphasizing the local bioregion.
Students study earth, environmental and life sciences through active
experimentation. The place-based social studies curriculum emphasizes the
history and culture of the local area with an emphasis on Georga and United
States history.

OTHER AREAS

Art is integrated into every area of study as free expression,technical illustration,
design and decoration. Music and drama are part of the daily life of the class.
Physical educationincludes activities such as yoga and soccer, with an emphasis
on building skills to develop control of movement, enhanc e personal confidence
and teach the technigues and values of teamwork and cooperation.
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MIDDLE ScHooL (12-15) CURRICULUM

A SENSE OF PLACE AND PERSONHOOD

M ONTESSO RI EDUCATION FOR THE Y OUNG ADOLESCENT

Maria Montessoriods educational model , which
Chil dreno) was based upocnhitlhder ecnobnsc edoet v eolf o p ndee
needsand then designing a curriculum to meet them. During young adolescence,

these needs include:

constructing a personal identity, a sense of self in relation to community and cosmos;
developing the intellect, particularly an understanding of multiple perspectives;
expressing the self, through public speaking opportunities and theater presentations;
participating in communities, from classroom outward to local community and beyond;
serving others both within and outside of such communities;

learning the ways of saciety, including how economies and governments work; and
discovering the ways of nature, including an awareness of how the local bioregion works.

E R ]

PLACE -BASED EDUCATION

Place-based education is an educational model that includes both participation in
the local community and direct contribution to it. A place -based school
curriculum involves partnerships with local environmental, social, cultural and
governmental organizations, in which students become involved in service efforts
and research projects thataid in the process of building and maintaining a
vibrant community, a home place.

Current school partners include:

Chattahoochee Hill Country Alliance and Palmetto Community Association :
Students are conducting research and engagng in projects such ascollecting oral histories of
long-time Chattahoochee Hill and Palmetto residents, documenting cemeteries and historic
structures, inventorying flora and fauna in local natural areas and drafting a history of the region.

Serenbe Farms (Community Supported Agriculture): Students are assisting in the day-
to-day operations of an organic farm; along the way, studentsare learning about agricultural
practices and botany as applied to gardening.Hill Country Montessori students have recently
constructed a medicine wheel herb garden at Serenbe Farms. Young adolescents will be
responsible for managing the garden, harvesting the herbs and preparing teas to be sold at farm
CSA distribution events.

Chattahoochee Hill Country Conservancy and Fulton County Adopt-a-Stream:

Hill Country Montessori Students have collaborated with both organizations to monitor water
quality and in -stream habitat conditions on Bear Creek in Cochran Mill Park, on Cedar Creek at
the Fulton-Coweta county line just south of the school, and on White Oak Creek on a conservation
easement set up by the Conservancy.

Cochran Mill Nature Center: Students participate in many project areas, including trail
maintenance, invasive plant removal, habitat restoration, the cr eation of trail guides and site-
specific plant and animal identification keys.

The Cabin Path: Students utilize The Cabin Path, a local natural area,as a site for nature study
and retreat, while also helping to care for and maintain the property.
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ODYSSEY TRIP:

Students will begin the year with an outing that will involve outdoor experiences
such as backpacking or canoeing.The purpose of the trip is to enable students
and middle school teachers to share adventures exploring an unfamiliar place,
remote from the comforts and technologies of home, while building community .
This trip will typically last from three days to a week.

LANGUAGE ARTS

Readings include poetry, short stories, novels, histories, biographies, plays and
essays, drawn from both world literature and writings from Georgia and the
South. Students participate in seminars (class discussions using a guided inquiry
model) on what they have read. Individual writings include essays in response to
readings, correspondence and reports rdated to ongoing local projects, science
project reports, creative writing and entries in a personal journal.

M ATHEMATICS

Students need regular and frequent opportunities to develop and strengthen
math skills. Students move at their own pace, guided by a teacherthrough the
University of Chicago School Mathematics Project texts Transitions and_Algebra.
Students also have opportunities to hone their math problem -solving skills
through place-based educational projects such as calculating crop yields at an
organic farm, graphing plant frequency percentages at a natural areaor
calculating average life expectancy using data collected in a local cemetery.

THE SCIENCES

The science curriculum is primarily place -based, emphasizing the local bioregion.
Students study earth, environmental and life sciences over the course of a variety
of projects, which include: 1) mapping the geology and ecology of the
Chattahoochee Hills; 2) conducting water quality investigations; 3) learning
biological taxonomy through inventorying pla nts and animals; 4) studying
ecological relationships; and 5) learning the fundamentals of botany as applied to
agriculture. In the classroom, students also conduct physicsand chemistry
experiments, addressing topics such as the laws of motion and the cosservation
of matter and energy.

SOCIAL STUDIES

The social studies curriculum include s place-based and field-oriented projects

and more structured classroom-based research projects. Placebased projects

emphasize history and culture of the local area. Possible examplesdepending on

student interest, include gathering local history material s, assisting with a local

farmersé market, visiting Atlanta historical
local cultural events, and conducting oral histories. Classroom-based research

projects include a survey of the history, geography, politics, and economies of

world nations. Students also participate in regular di scussions of regional,

national and international current events.
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FACULTY

LEONARD PRESBERG , H EADMASTER

Leonard Presberg, originally from Rochester, New York, received his B.A. from Oberlin College in
1989. At Oberlin, he was President of the Oberlin Student Caeoperative Association, where he
learned how to run a non-profit organization and facilitate group decision -making. He then
worked as a computer programmer and technical writer in the Philadelphia area while his wife
Elizabeth attended medical school. After her graduation, they moved to Richmond, Virginia ,
where Leonard attended the University of Richmond Law School on a full scholarship. Upon
graduating Magna Cum Laude in 1996, Leonard worked as a Judicial Clerk for a year. Elizabeth
and Leonard then decided to return to Elizabeth's childhood home so she could join her father in
medical practice. Following several years as an attorney, Leonard felt the need to do something
that contributed more towards society. He was drawn into the Montessori philosophy through his
daughter and then attended an AMI Primary Training course in Atlanta. After receiving his
teaching certificate in 2001, Leonard was a lead teacher in a primary classrmm for three years
before embarking on his current adventure: to build a great place for children to spend their day.

JENNIFER DORRELL , ELEMENTARY TEACHER

Jennifer Dorrell was born in Toledo, Ohio in a year not to be named. She grew up in a big Irish
Catholic family, was taught by nuns (lovely people who don't deserve the bad reputation), and
went on to an institute of higher learning, graduating with a BS in mechanical engineering. She
moved to Michigan where she met the fabulous Mr. Dorrell while perfor ming in community
theatre. A job transfer brought her family to Newnan in 1997. In 1999, she left the corporate
world for the much more relaxed atmosphere of education, completely stumbled onto a job in a
Montessori school, found her calling and has beenat it ever since.

In her copious spare time, she does theatre stuff locally, volunteers with various organizations,
occasionally tap dances, and is mom to three, count 'em three, teenagers Elizabeth, 17, Ellen, 15,
and William, 14.

CLIFFORD BLIZzARD , PHD, MIDDLE ScHOOL TEACHER AND DIRECTOR OF THE
SOUTHEAST |NSTITUTE FOR PLACE -BASED EDUCATION

Dr. Clifford Blizard grew up in the suburbs of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, spending his childhood
wandering along stream banks in the woods behind his house. Afte eighteen years in an area
becoming overdeveloped with golf courses and shopping malls, he fled west, to Minnesota. There,
among the fields and woodlands of the southeastern part of the state at Carleton College, he
obtained a BA in Geology in 1992follow ed by an MS in geology at Colorado State University. He
then returned to the northeastern US, first as an environmental consultant on Cape Cod,
Massachusetts, and then as a Ph.D. student in Geology at Cornell University in Ithaca, New York.

Through one of his classes for hisminor in education , Clifford visit ed the Elizabeth Ann Clune
(EAC) Montessori School of Ithaca, and shortly thereafter began his new career as aMontessori
teacher. Clifford taught at the EAC Montessori School of Ithaca for five years working with
students from Primary through Middle School. While in Ithaca, he also became involved with
several local organizations,including serving as president ofa nonprofit organization supporting
local volunteer surface water monitoring efforts as president of the Town of Ithaca Conservation
Board.

Feeling the pull of an uncompleted Ph.D., Clifford returned to graduate school in 2002, attending
the SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry in Syracuse, NY. There, he conducted
research in ervironmental education, exploring how cultural and natural history stories (true
accounts about the forest's former human inhabitants, its geology, and its ecology) might effect
4th and 5th grade students' senses of place. He received a Ph.D. in August, 20B. Clifford and his
wife Valerie relocated to the Chattahoochee Hill Country in June of 2006.
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JODI HENDERSON , ART

Jodi Henderson grew up in Rome, Georgia, at the confluence ofthree rivers and among the

rolling hills that begin the foothills of the north Georgia mountains. Her family spent its summers

camping and exploring the Smoky Mountains and every historical marker from north Florida to

southern Montana. Because Jodi alwaysloned f or the beach (dAlike all my f
mountain-l ovi ng father, find it funny that nowndsheds ret
the river 1 just a little further south.

r
u

Jodi left Rome to pursue a BA & MA in Psychology at the Universty of West Georgia where the
focus is on the study of people through the lens of potential and actualization rather than iliness
or deficiency.

After spending many years working in psychology, primarily with children and adolescents, in
settings from outdoor wilderness camp to school to emergency rooms to private practice, Jodi
followed her oldest daughter into Montessori. A long -time fan of Montessori Primary, she had the
chance to explore an elementary community during Journey and Discovery and she washooked.
She did her 9-12 training at CMTE-NY that year.

During her five years teaching elementary, Jodi al so
variety of settings i classrooms to summer camps. She has found that her passion is combining a
lifelong love of art with her love for Montessori education.

Jodi lives in Newnan with her husband, Paul, 3 beautiful daughters, and 2 loveable German
Shepherds. I'n her spare time, Jodi is a volunteer fc
Foundation. She is also a potter, anavid reader and a budding gardener.

LisA MILES , PRIMARY TEACHER

Lisa Miles made her way to Georgia via Jackson, Mississippi. Growing up, the house was full of

maps and history lessons. Along the way this early love of geography and understanding how you

can affect your environment and how it effects you, led to a BA from the University of Alabama in
Geographic Techniques. While President of the Univer ¢
of a summer participating in an arche ological dig on the banks of the Black Warrior River. As a

member of the Delta Zeta sorority, she worked with the SGA and volunteered with the Arthritis

Foundation.

After marrying her husband John in 1991, she worked with the cities of Mobile and Marietta
before becoming a mom. At the suggestion of a friend, she enrolled her son Paul in a Montessori
school. His love of school and the things he brought home intrigued Lisa. She began to substitute
teach in the fall of 1999. The next year, she became a teachén the Infant and Toddler program.
Further study of the Montessori approach led to Lisa completing her AMI Primary training in
1995. She then started a new Primary community at Carolyn Barron Montessori School
experi enci nlga hma nmpo meArmt echildrentoter theHast several years.

Lisa lives in North Coweta County with her husband, John, two children, Paul and Madeline, and
assorted cats, dogs and other pets. The family attends Central Baptist Church in Newnan, where
Lisa is a member of the handbell choir. They are active in community activities and the Coweta
County Soccer Association. Lisa is a sustaining member of the Newnan Junior Service League.
Lisa, along with the rest of the family, is enjoying renovating a rustic cabin and spending ti me
outdoors on the Little Tallapoosa River near Wedowee, Alabama.
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MICHAEL SPRING , MUSIC AND MIDDLE SCHOOL TEACHER

Mike Spring was born in Montana but found his way across the country to receive training in

voice and theater and performing roles in New York City, Pittsburgh, Charlottesville and Atlanta ,

among others. He has received numerous awards for his work including a Lincoln Center Award

for the role of Porgy in a concert version of Gershwi
Award for his role as Bernardo in West Side Story, and third place in the American Song Festival.

His musical career has brought him throughout the southeast, performing in the show band Mike

Spring and Springtime, as well as playing lead guitar for the rock trio Spooky Bear, which

performed at the Whipping Post and other famous rock venues.

After a successful management stint at several international food and beverage companies that
included developing several innovative packaging and marketing campaigns (ever hear ofCrystal
Springs water?), Mike returned to his true love of music and teaching. He continues to write
music and perform, works with children on regular missions to Central America and the
Southwest United States, and teaches guitar, bass and banjo.

KELLY W HISENHUNT , ELEMENTARY TEACHER

Kelly Whisenhunt lives in Newnan with her wonderfully supportive husband, Wesley, and two
energetic children, Stella and Crosby. Currently, they have two Chihuahuas, Carlos and Ritaand
a fish, Anthony.

Kelly attended The Heritage School in Newnan and then continued her education in Alabama at
Auburn University. She graduated in 1997 with a BFA in Theatre Performance. She moved after
college to work in Boone, North Carolina, then to Atlanta for a couple of years and finally
returned to Newnan. Once Wesley and Kelly began to settle into marriage and life together, she
started to look for a more permanent job in Newnan.

A friend introduced her to Carolyn Barron Montessori School and something incredible jumped
inside her. Kelly just knew that Montessori was the most logical, fun and basically best way to
educate children. She began as a primary assistant and then received her lower elementary and
primary training from North American Montessori Training Center. She is currently en rolled in
the birth to three training as well.

Kell yds family attends Community Christian Church 1in
drama team and Wesley is serving on the tech team.
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ScHooL CALENDAR

FIRST QUARTER

July 28 First day of school
September 1 Labor Day (No School)
September 19 Last Day of Quarter

(September 20 to October 5Fall Break)
SECOND QUARTER

October 6 First Day of Quarter
Nov 26-28 Thanksgiving (No School)
December 19 Last Day of Quarter

(December 20 to January 4 Winter Break)
THIRD QUARTER

January 5 First Day of Quarter

January 19 MLK, Jr. Day (No School)

February 16 Presidentdos Day (No School)
March 13 Last Day of Quarter

(March 14 to March 29 Spring Break)
FOURTH QUARTER

March 30 First Day of Quarter
May 25 Memorial Day (no school)
May 29 Last Day of Quarter

(May 30 to July 24 Summer Break)

ScHooL HOURS

Half-Day Primary (2-4 year olds) is 8:30AM until 12:30 PM
Regular School Day is from 8:30AM until 3:30 PM.

Extended Day Program begins at 7:15AM and goes until 6:0 OPM.

Pagelo
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TUITION
Total Cost
Half -Day Primary (ages 2through 4) $5000
Primary (ages 5 through 6) $7000
Elementary (ages 7 through 12) $8250
Middle (ages 12 through 15) $10,500

Total cost includes tuition , materials fees, field trip fees and food costs.Middle
Schoolalso include costs for their Odysseytrip.

Our tuition model is based on a budget that relies on the school community to
actively participate in fundraising and resource development. You will hear of
many opportunities to sup port the school financially in the months to come and
we invite your creative ideas and energy as well.

Payment P lan Options
$500 Non -Refundable Payment Due on Enroliment

Annual (5% discount)
One Payment Due July 1, 2008
Half-Day Primary (ages 2 through 4) $4,275.00

Primary (ages 5 through 6) $6,175.00
Elementary (ages 7 through 12) $7,363.00
Middle (ages 12 through 15) $9,500.00

Quarterly
Four Payments Due July 1, 2008, October 1, 2008, January 1, 2009, March 12009
Half -Day Primary (ages 2 through 4) $1,125.®

Primary (ages 5 through 6) $1,625.00
Elementary (ages 7 through 12) $1,937.50
Middle (ages 12 through 15) $2,500.00

Monthly (5% Surcharge)
Ten Payments Due Monthly July 1, 2008 through April 1, 2009
Half-Day Primary (ages 2 through 4) $473.00

Primary (ages 5 through 6) $683.00
Elementary (ages 7 through 12) $814.00
Middle (ages 12 through 15) $1,050.00

If a student enrolls after the start of the school year, tuition payments will be pro-
rated based on date of enrollment.
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FINANCIAL AID

Financial assistance is available to families whodemonstrate financial need.

Anyone who wishes to be considered for financial assistance for the 20082009
school year should forward awritten request for an application by March 1, 2008.

Completed applications should be forwarded directly to the School and Student
Service for Financial Aid (SSS) in Princeton, NJ, along with the required
application fee. The SSS is an independent agency which processesid analyzes
the applicant's financial data and offers a recommendation regarding the amount
of assistance needed, if any. All applications must be submitted to the SSS not
later than March 15, 2008.

As soon as all recommendation reports are received fromthe SSS, the Financial
Assistance Committee will meet to review the pertinent data and determine who
will receive financial assistance and in what amount. The recommendations of
the SSS weigh heavily in the Committee's decision.

All families who apply for financial assistance for the 2008-2009 school year will
be notified in writing by April 30, 2008 , of the decision of the Financial
Assistance Committee.

EXTENDED DAY PROGRAM

We will offer an extended day program before school starting at 7:15AM and after
school until 6:00 PM each day. This care is only available to students who are at
least five years old.

This program will cost $400/quarter per student for unlimited use or you may
utilize the program on a drop-in basis for $6/hour per student.

Some examples of what your child might do in the Extended Day program:
Before-School (7:158:20AM)

1 Free play and mild exercise
1 Centering and preparing for the day.

After-School (3:10-6:00PM)

1 Home work and project assistance

1 Nature based activities and games

1 Freetime

1 Animal Husbandry

1 Work on projects for the school: building projects such as planting,
building bird houses, plan and build a tree house, etc.

1 Cooking

The Extended Day program is new and will evolve over time. We are interested in
hearing your suggestions or having you volunteer to help with specific projects!
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ADMISSIONS PROCESS

STEP 1: LEARN ABOUT HILL COUNTRY M ONTESSORI

Cometo an open house, set up a time for a tour, explore our website, ask
guestions. Learn as much as you can about our school and its programs.

STEP 2: SEND IN THE APPLICATION

To start the process, send in an application. An application must be submitted for
each child and there is a non-refundable $50 application fee due with each
application. We will contact you by phone or e-mail shortly after we receive the
application to set up an interview.

STEP 3: COME TO AN |NTERVIEW .

The interview is informal and is just a chance for us to get to know you and share
the vision of Hill Country Montessori. It is vitally important that each parent
understands our philosophy to determine if our program is a good match for you
and your child. We ask that for this initial visit, you make other arrangements for
your child . Every child needs time to adapt to a new environment and it has been
our experience that parents tend to focus on their child's reaction to a new
environment rather than focusing on the program itself. You will spend part of
the interview time observing in our classrooms, followed by a discussion with our
director. The entire process will likely take about 60 to 90 minutes. We strongly
encourage badh parents attend the interview process.

STEP 4: EXPERIENCE SCHOOL

We want to make sure this is a good fit for you, your child and the school. So, we
invite your child to spend time at the school as a prospective student. Depending
on the age of your chid we will schedule a time as short as 30 minutes (for a two
year old) to as much as a whole day (for middle school students)for him or her to
spend with us. This step can be waived at the discretion of Hill Country
Montessori.

STEP 5: ADMISSIONS DECISIO N

After the interview and visiting us,
acceptance decision. HCM accepts children in the following order: 1) Current
Students, 2) Siblings, and 3) New Enrollees. Because age diversity is important,
we consider the age of the student and our current age balance in the admissiors
process.

Currently, our school has amaximum capacity of 40 students. Therefore, it is
important to send in your application as soon as possible in order to ensure a
space for your child. Priority for school admittance will be determined, in part,
by the date the application is received. If there is significant interest beyond what
we can currently accommodate, we will make immediate plans to reasonably
expand our capacity.

t
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STEP 6: ENROLL MENT

If your child is accepted, you will then have the opportunity to fill out the
enroliment paperwork , including the Parent Contract. This is the most important
step because it is the time you are choosing to become a part of community. This
comes with rights and responsibilities and we want to make sure that Hill

Country Montessori is a good fit for you. A non-refundable $500 tuition payment
is due at the time of enrollment to ensure your spot.

STEP 7: SEE YOUON THE FIRST DAY!

The first day of school will be on Monday, July 28. There will be a mandatory
school picnic and potluck on Sunday, July 27. This picnic will serve as an
orientation to Hill Country Montessori and our first social event of the new
school year.
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APPLICATION

APPLICANT & FULL NAME: NAME USED:
HOME ADDRESS:

CITY/ STATE/ ZIP ; HOME PHONE:
DATE OF BIRTH : GENDER CURRENTGRADE
CURRENT SCHOOL; YEARS ATTENDED ;

PREVIOUS SCHOOLS & YEARS ATTENDED :

IN WHICH PUBLIC SCHO OL SYSTEM DOES THE APPLICANT LIVE ?

PLEASE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION ~ FOR ALL OTHER CHILD REN IN YOUR FAMILY . ATTACH
ADDITIONAL SHEETS IF NECESSARY.

NAME : BIRTHDATE : CURRENTSCHOOL & GRADE
NAME : BIRTHDATE : CURRENTSCHOOL & GRADE
NAME : BIRTHDATE : CURRENTSCHOOL & GRADE

HOW DID YOU FIND OUT  ABOUT HiLL COUNTRY MONTESSORI ? (PLEASE BE SPECIFIC)

WHAT ARE YOUR EDUCATI ONAL GOALS FOR YOUR CHILD ?

HAS YOUR CHILD EVER HAD PSYCHOLOGICAL, EMOTIONAL , OR EDUCATIONAL ISSUE S THAT REQUIRED
PROFESSIONAL HELP, E.G., TUTORING , COUNSELING , ASSESSMENT ? & NO & YES (IF YES, PLEASE
EXPLAIN ON A SEPARAT E PIECE OF PAPERAND SUBMIT ALL TEST RESU LTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS .)

HAS YOUR CHILD EVER BEEN SUSPENDED OR EXFELLED FROM SCHOOL? & NO & YES (IF YES, PLEASE
DESCRIBE CIRCUMSTANCES ON A SEPARATE PIE CE OF PAPER)
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Hill Country Montessori

APPLICANT & NAME :

2008-2009 Application Packet

MOTHER®& NAME :

HOME ADDRESS:

CITY/ STATE/ zIP ; HOME PHONE:
EMAIL ADDRESS: CELL PHONE
EMPLOYER WORK PHONE:
EMPLOYER ADDRESS

DESCRIPTION OF OCCUPATION :

FATHER® NAME :

HOME ADDRESS:

CITY/ STATE/ ZIP: HOME PHONE:
EMAIL ADDRESS : CELL PHONE
EMPLOYER WORK PHONE:
EMPLOYER ADDRESS

DESCRIPTION OF OCCUPATION:

PLEASE LIST THE PARENT (S), GUARDIAN (S), OR OTHERS WI TH WHOM THE APPLICAN T LIVES AND THEIR

RELATIONSHIP TO THE APPLICANT:

IS THERE ANYTHING EL SE WE SHOULD KNOW AB OUT YOUR CHILD ? & NO & YES. | F YES, PLEASE

DESCRIBE (USE A SEPARATE SHEET IF NEEDED ):

NAME OF PERSON SUBMI TTING THIS APPLICATI ON.

Please fill out one application per child. Send each completed application with $50.00

application fee to address below.

Hill Country Montessori  admits students of any race, color, religion, gender, sexual orientation, national or ethnic
origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the
School.
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